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May 28, 2020 
 

Hello Hockinson School District Families, 
 
I realize that this message is getting out a few days later than planned. The pace has really picked up 
recently, which, besides shifting my attention to new issues, has resulted in information that is changing 
by the day. So I finally decided to create a stopping point and share with you where things stand in our 
district as of today. 
 
Where - exactly - are we? 
 
Well, we are: 
 

• Just over three weeks away from the end of this school year (June 19) and two weeks away from 
the virtual graduation ceremony for the Class of 2020 (June 11); 

• Aligning our three schools’ use of Schoology, our district’s online learning management system; 
• Organizing end-of-the-year events and planning start-of-the-year events; 
• Doing all of this and more while keeping on eye on decisions that will be made by the State 

Superintendent, Governor, and Legislature. 

 
If you missed the video message we posted on the district’s Facebook page last weekend, here is a 
summary:  
 

1. Thank you for the incredible participation on the parent tech survey! We listened to your 

feedback and are doing our best to deliver on a commitment to improve on our at-home 

learning program. 

2. We know at-home learning has not been easy for you...or for our students and teachers, for that 

matter. Our building principals and their Building Leadership Teams have been working hard to 

fine tune the delivery of online education. Your survey responses have provided us with valuable 

real-time feedback along the way. 

3. Not surprisingly, one point of feedback that rose to “top issue” status was technology - both the 

district-owned iPads your student has been using at home and the level of internet service 

available (or unavailable) in homes.  

 

Regarding student devices, the good news is that our School Board authorized the purchase of 

new Chromebooks for all of our secondary students, which will enable us to shift our functional 

iPads to our elementary schools this fall. Our Board recognizes the necessity of these devices as 

they are the access point to assessment, curriculum and, especially in an at-home learning 

model, instruction. More good news is that a portion of the Chromebooks were purchased with 
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money saved in operating costs and reallocated funds. The bad news is that a majority of this 

purchase will be coming out of next year’s general fund, which adds to the budget challenges we 

are already facing.  

 

Regarding internet connectivity, I have been advocating for improved wi-fi access for Hockinson 

families with our local elected officials and OSPI, which is taking a lead on this issue. 

 

4. Another big question in our (and every) community is: “What is the plan for re-opening schools 

this fall?” OSPI is coordinating a statewide Reopening Washington Schools 2020 Workgroup to 

provide school districts with some answers. We anticipate that we will start to receive guidance 

from this workgroup during the Week of June 8. In the meantime, the HSD will be setting up a 

Reopening Task Force. This task force, consisting of school staff and community members, will 

translate these recommendations into action steps and communicate out updates regarding 

topics such as transportation, precautions and operating procedures, and allowable sports and 

activities. 

In addition to our commitment to sharing news, I want you to know that our School Board, principals, 
teachers and staff are committed to creating opportunities that will set your student up for continued 
success - especially those who are transitioning from middle school to high school, kindergarten to first 
grade, or high school to career training or college. 
 
In closing, I want to offer one more “Thank You” for all of the support you have given your child and our 
district during this emergency closure. I am so appreciative of the way HSD parents and teachers have 
stepped up to the plate in heroic fashion to meet this challenge head-on. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Steve Marshall 
Superintendent 
Hockinson School District 
 

 
 

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/State-District-Planning-for-Fall-2020.pdf

